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WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 

Assignment #1 Locate an Environmental Impact Statement 

As part of our class activity, we will review and discuss EIA/SIA as conducted by 
selected State and Federal agencies, NGOs, International donor organizations and private 
sector businesses. Each student must obtain an EIS. We will search these documents and 
provide a brief write-up of the relevant information below that pertains to your impact 
statement (i.e., what you were able to find). Attach a copy of the statement to your write­
up. 

1. Regulations specifying what or how to do the SIA (sometimes called a manual and 
often found in the Federal Register). 
2. Handbooks or workbooks that provide agency guidelines on how the social impact 
assessment (sometimes called social assessment) was done. 
3. Examples of environmental impact assessment statements that include an SIA 
component. 
4. Legislation defining relevant SIA requirements. 
5. The general attitude of the people in the agency toward social impact assessment. 
6. How scoping was conducted. 
7. Sources and types of data used to measure social impacts (if any). 

Where you might find an EIS? There are a variety of organizations and agencies such as: 

-State agencies with federal connections (online or via toll free phones) 
-Directories of federal agencies 
-Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
-Cooper Library and Architectural Library 
-Sierra Club and other Conservation Organizations ( e.g., Nature Conservancy) 
-Strom Thurmond Institute 
-SC Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC)- Columbia and Branch 
Offices 
-Army Environmental Policy Institute-Atlanta, Georgia 
-US EPA - Federal Facilities Office in Columbia 
-Web-site for the US Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 

Assignment #2 Working with the U.S. Census and other government documents 

Choose and complete one of the following exercises: 
A. Community Census Data: You are to locate your community in the most recent 
census and describe its population size and age, sex and racial structure. Then repeat this 
description for the same community in the 1960 or 1980 census. Please explain the 
changes. You should focus on communities rather than census tracts as census tracts are 
often changed from census to census. 
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B. Population Analysis from the Newspaper: Look for a recent newspaper article which 
discusses a topic related to population. Briefly summarize (no more than two pages, 
double-spaced) the article as it is found in the newspaper, and then analyze the article 
sociologically, using terms from this week's reading to help explain the article. Attach a 
copy of the article to your report. 

Assignment #3 SIA Review 

A. Select an SIA to review and critique. Write-up a two page paper regarding the 
development project, its stakeholders, SIA variables examined, methods used, and 
potential impacts. 


